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Introduction to the Noam Choveret
Over the past year we have had many conversations as to why Noam as a movement needs
or should have a relationship with Israel. The discussions have often been difficult forcing us
to examine our own personal relationships with Israel. A common theme of all of these
discussions has been the need for knowledge in order to build one’s own conversation with
Israel. Therefore, we decided that it was vital that Noam had a centralised bank of resources
to start that process.
Israel is a complex place, full of contradictions, surprises and opportunities and all eleven
topics mentioned below fulfils one of those criteria. We urge you all to read a section, find a
topic that is interesting or inspiring and research it further. We know some of the issues that
Israel faces make it a challenge for you to connect with it, however, we need to overcome
and seek out the best resolution possible.
Compiling this document has been an amazing experience for us, full of learning and new
interests and we wish upon you the same experience. We hope that this Choveret is the
beginning of a process that we will go on, with future editions updated regularly to allow us
all to have a meaningful and knowledgeable relationship with Israel.
We wish you all an amazing summer and an enriching Israel education experience.
With love,
Noam Mazkirut 2014-15
Jeremy, Sam, Sarah-Beth, Hannah and Tomer
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History of the ancient state of Israel
“…bring them out of the land to a good and spacious land, a land flowing with
milk and honey.” G-D
Biblical Times
The Original Covenant with Abraham
The relationship between the Jewish people and the Land of Israel began around 4000 years
ago when the land was promised to Abraham. In Genesis 12:1 we are told “The Lord had said
to Abraham “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land
I will show you.” Later in Genesis 15:18-21 we are told where this Land is: “On that day the
Lord made a covenant with Abraham and said “To your descendants I give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates.” Abraham left his home to live in the land of
Israel, where he died. It is thought that he and Sarah are buried in Hebron. Abraham’s son Isaac
and grandson Jacob lived in the Land of Israel until famine struck. Jacob and his sons were
forced to move to Egypt.
The Exodus from Egypt
The Jewish people remained in Egypt for 400 years. There they were subjected to slavery and
hard labour. We are told that G-d chose Moses to free the people from the slavery in Egypt
and take them to the promised land of Israel. We are told that G-d said to Moses, “I have come
down to rescue them from the Egyptians and to bring them out of the land to a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey.” After leaving Egypt the Jews wandered in
the desert for 40 years. Before his death Moses sent 12 spies into Canaan to report on whether
the Jews should enter. Of these spies, ten said not to and to turn back. Two said that the land
should be entered and conquered. One of these spies was Joshua. After the death of Moses,
Joshua was chosen to lead the Jewish people into the land of Israel. During the next two
centuries, the Israelites conquered most of the Land of Israel. At this time the land was lead by
leaders known as judges.

Israel’s first monarchy
The leadership of the judges was weak and the tribes needed a ruler who could unite them
and give them strength against their enemies. The Jewish people asked for a king to be
appointed. Saul was chosen to be the first King of Israel. After Saul’s death, he is succeeded to
the throne by David.
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King David was crowned in Hebron. His kingdom stretched from the borders of Egypt and the
Red Sea to the banks of the Euphrates. Perhaps most importantly King David captured the city
of Jerusalem. David made
Jerusalem his holy city and
brought the Ark and the rest of
the Tabernacle to Jerusalem.
David was a strong military
and political leader, as well as
a poet and a musician.
King David was succeeded by
his son Solomon. Solomon was
also a strong leader. He is
known for his wisdom in
particular.
He
too
strengthened the Land of
Israel during his reign. Most
notably, King Solomon built
the first temple in 975BCE.
The Divided Land
On
Solomon’s
death,
discontent led to the breaking
away of the 10 Northern tribes
and the division of the country
into a northern kingdom,
Israel, and southern kingdom,
Judah, the latter on the
territory of the tribes of Judah
and Benjamin. The Kingdom of
Israel, ruled from its capital
Samaria, lasted for more than
200 years with around 19
kings, while the Kingdom of
Judah was ruled from
Jerusalem for 400 years by
kings from the lineage of
David.
The exile to Babylonia (586 BCE) marked the beginning of the Jewish Diaspora.
Return to the Land
It wasn’t until the Persians conquered the Babylonians in 538BCE that the Jews were allowed
to return to the Land of Israel. Over the next four centuries the Jews lived with varying degrees
of control under the Persians and the under the Hellenistic regime. During this period the Jews
built the second temple and refortified the city of Jerusalem. It was at this point the Greeks
took over and banned the Jews from practicing Judasim and desecrated the temple.
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The Hasmoneans
Led by Judah the Macabee of the priestly Hasmonean dynasty, the Jews re-entered Jerusalem
and purified the temple (164 BCE). Autonomy was restored to Judea (as the land of Israel was
now called) and Jewish independence was achieved. This regime lasted till the Roman’s
conquered the land of Israel.
The Romans
In 63BC the Romans became the dominant power in the region. In 37BC, Herod was appointed
King of Judea by the Romans. Herod also remodeled the Second Temple. After Herod’s reign
Judea came under the full administration of the Romans. The Jews grew angered living under
Roman rule and sporadic violence occurred. This led to a full-scale revolt in 66CE. The uprising
was crushed by the Roman army. The city of Jerusalem and the Second Temple were
destroyed.
In 132 CE the Jews gained one last period of sovereignty over the land. Shimon Bar Kochba led
a successful revolt. However, this was crushed by the Romans within three years. At this point
Judea was renamed Palaestina. In the new land of Palaestina, Jews set up their own judicial
and legislative body in Yavneh and later in Tiberias called the Sanhedrin. The Jews who
remained in the region were bound together by a new type of Halachic(legal) Judaism rather
than temple ritual.

Further Resources
http://www.ancient.eu.com/israel/ For more detailed information
http://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/History_of_ancient_Israel_and_Ju
dah.html A brilliant resource produced by Princeton University
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Jerusalem- A City for all
‘…If I forget you, O Jerusalem, May my right hand forget her skill’ Psalms
A (very) Brief History:
Archaeological evidence suggests occupation of Jerusalem began in the City of David as long
back as 4th Century BCE and with evidence of a partial settlement during the Early Bronze Age
(3000-2800BCE). In the bible, Jerusalem lies in territory that was portioned to the Tribe of
Benjamin. Between 940-970 BCE, King David reigned over Jerusalem and his son Solomon built
the first temple on Mount Moriah.
The Assyrians, conquered the Kingdom of Israel in 722BCE and the first temple in Jerusalem
was destroyed in 586BCE. In 538BCE, the Persian King invited the Jews of Babylon to return to
Jerusalem and build the temple. Jerusalem resumed its role as capital of Judah and the home
of Jewish worship. In 70CE, the Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans and secured
their control of the region.
In 614CE Jerusalem was captured by the Byzantines and included the destruction of the Church
of Holy Sepulchre. Byzantine Jerusalem was conquered by the Arab armies of Umar ibn alKhattab in 634CE and included the construction of the Dome of the Rock in the late 7th Century.
1099 marked the beginning of Crusade rule and for nearly 400 years changed hands between
various conquerors. In 1517, Jerusalem fell to the Ottoman Turks who remained in control until
1917 and featured the building of new neighbourhoods outside the Old City Walls as well as
the walls themselves. In 1922, the League of Nations mandated the establishment of the British
Mandate and between 1922-1948, the population doubled.
With the end of the Mandate in 1947 and the Israeli War of Independence of 1948, Jerusalem
was divided, with East Jerusalem and the Old City belonging to Jordan and Israel controlling
West Jerusalem. Jerusalem was declared Israel’s capital whilst Jordan annexed their sector in
1953. In June 1967,
Israel captured the
West Bank & East
Jerusalem resulting in
Israeli control and the
annexation of East
Jerusalem and the
Old City.

Christian Jerusalem
According to the New
Testament,
Jerusalem was the
city to which Jesus was bought to as a child and presented at the Temple. Jesus preached and
healed in Jerusalem. Tradition also holds that the last supper before Jesus’ crucifixion took
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place in Jerusalem. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is traditionally believed to be the location
of Jesus’ tomb built by Constantine I in 336CE.
Jewish Jerusalem
One of the earliest references to Jerusalem can be found when exploring King David’s
establishment of his palace within what can now be identified as modern day Jerusalem. With
the establishment of both King Solomon’s first temple in the mid 10th Century BCE and the
construction (and subsequent destruction) of the second temple in 70CE, Jerusalem was home
to the spiritual centre of Jewish life. Despite the destruction of the temple, it became common
place for Jew’s to continue to revere Jerusalem as the place where God’s presence was most
profound. The Kotel (Western Wall), the sole remaining wall of the Second Temple Period
remains the holiest Jewish site and Jerusalem continues to be a central focus in Jewish prayer
and tradition.
Muslim Jerusalem
Jerusalem (Al-Quds in Arabic) is the third holiest religious site in Islamic, alongside Mecca and
Medina. The prophet Muhammed is believed to have ascended to heaven at the site of the
current Dome of the Rock, a religious shrine also containing the worlds ‘foundation stone’.
Next to the Dome of the Rock lies the Al-Aqsa mosque which acts as the religious sanctuary to
the entire complex. Whilst Jerusalem is not directly mentioned by name in the Quran, it is
mentioned by its Arabic translation Al Quds.
Jerusalem in Quotations
‘The most holy spot [al-quds] on earth is Syria; the most holy spot in Syria is Palestine; the most
holy spot in Palestine is Jerusalem [Bayt al-maqdis]; the most holy spot in Jerusalem is the
Mountain; the most holy spot in Jerusalem is the place of worship [al-masjid], and the most
holy spot in the place of worship is the Dome’, Thawr ibn Yazid c.770
"By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept when we remembered Zion (Jerusalem)."
Psalms 137:1
‘If one is praying in the Land of Israel, he should direct his heart towards Jerusalem; If he is
standing in Jerusalem, he should face towards the Holy Temple’ Brachot 27a
"...O Jerusalem, the built up Jerusalem is like a city that is united together...Pray for the peace
of Jerusalem..." Psalms 122:2-6

Further Resources
Watch Ottolenghi’s Jerusalem on a Plate to get a taste of the characters and culinary history of
this amazing city
Read Simon Sebag Montefiore’s book ‘Jerusalem’ (2012)
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Different Strands of Zionism
‘Were I to sum up the Basel Congress in a word — which I shall guard against
pronouncing publicly — it would be this: At Basel, I founded the Jewish State. If I
said this out loud today, I would be answered by universal laughter. Perhaps in
five years, certainly in fifty, everyone will know it.’ Herzl

Zionism is the national movement of the Jewish people that believes in the establishment of a
Jewish State in the territory defined as the Land of Israel. After about 2000 years of Jewish
Diaspora without a national state, the Zionist movement was founded in the late 19th Century
by secular Jews, largely as a response to rising anti-Semitism in Europe, best demonstrated by
the Dreyfus affair of 1894-1906. The political movement was established by the AustroHungarian journalist Theodor Herzl in 1897, in response to the Dreyfus affair. In his publication
Der Judenstaat (the Jewish State), Herzl advocated Jewish migration to Ottoman Palestine and
the establishment of a Jewish state side by side it Arab neighbours. Subsequently, various
manifestations of Zionism were established, modelling Herzl’s desire for a Jewish state but
advocating an alternative vision of how the Jewish state would look.
Labour/Socialist Zionism
Labour Zionism originated in Eastern Europe. Socialist Zionists argued that centuries of Jewish
persecution had reduced the Jews to live a weak and vulnerable existence. Labour Zionists
argued that the revolution of the Jewish soul and society was necessary in part by Jews moving
to Israel and becoming farmers, workers and soldiers in a country that they could call home.
Most Labour Zionists rejected traditional Jewish practice and established Kibbutzim around
Israel. Kibbutzim represented the Socialist ideals of hard work, communalism and
egalitarianism. Labour Zionism became the dominant ideology of Pre-State Israel and was the
main political ideology in Israel until the defeat of the Labour government in 1977.
A.D.Gordon- "the Jewish people have been completely cut off from nature and imprisoned
within city walls these two thousand years...We lack the habit of labor”
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Religious Zionism
Religious Jew’s believe that ‘Eretz Yisrael’ was promised to the ancient Israelites by God and
the right of the Jews to the land is permanent and unshakable. Religious Zionists believe that
God want the children of Israel to return to their land in order to form a sovereign state in
which Jews can live according to the laws of the Torah and Halacha (Jewish law). In 1956, the
National Religious Party was founded to advance the rights of religious Jews in Israel but
collapsed in 2008. The national religious groupings still remain a force within Israeli Society. It
is traditional for religious nationalist males to combine both military service with Yeshiva
studies. This represents the unity and devotion to the Israeli State and religious learning.
Rav Kook- ‘The role of religious Zionists is to help them to establish a Jewish state and turn the
religious spark in them into a great light. They should show them that the real source of Zionism
and the longed-for Zion is Judaism and teach them Torah with love and kindness’

Cultural Zionism
Cultural Zionism values Jewish culture, history and language. Cultural Zionists see the land of
Israel, as well as the Hebrew language as integral parts of Jewish national heritage and not
necessarily of religious significance. Ahad Ha’am the father of cultural Zionism advocated the
revival of the Hebrew language as well as the creation of a new culture that would unite the
various differences between Diaspora communities. One of the most prominent followers of
the ideas of cultural Zionism was Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, a linguist determined to revive Hebrew
as the spoken language amongst Jews.
Achad Ha’am- ‘It needs not an independent State, but only the creation in its native land of
conditions favourable to its development: a good-sized settlement of Jews working without
hindrance in every branch of culture, from agriculture and handicrafts to science and literature’

Further Resources
Read Theodore Herzl visionary book ‘Altneuland’
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/zion.html
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Peace process
“We are destined to live together, on the same soil in the same land” Yitzhak
Rabin
Basic Factfile
The peace process has had two distinct phases over the past 40 years, reflecting the political
reality that Israel faced. The first phase reflected the nation state v.s nation state nature of the
conflict that Israel faced. While the second phase has been focused around solving the
Israel/Palestine conflict.
Egypt
In 1979 Israel signed a peace Treaty with Egypt signed by Israeli Prime Minister Menachim
Begin and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. This peace treaty was a model for future
negotiations. It involved the formula land for peace. Israel returned the Sinai Peninsula which
had been captured in 1956 and 1967 in return for peace.
Jordan
Jordan was the next to sign a peace treaty in 1994 with King Hussein of Jordan signing a peace
treaty ending hostilities with Israel, Rabin signed on behalf of Israel. In this case there were no
land swaps since Jordan had renounced its claims on the West Bank. Instead the treaty focused
on areas of mutual cooperation such as tourism, water provision and anti-terrorist operations.
Palestinians
Oslo
When people refer to the
peace
process
the
predominant process they are
talking
about
is
the
Israeli/Palestinian
negotiations.
These
negotiations begin with the
Oslo peace accords signed by
Rabin and Yasser Arafat. The
Accord provided for the
creation of a Palestinian
interim self-government, the
Palestinian National Authority (PNA). The Palestinian Authority would have responsibility for
the administration of the territory under its control. The Accords also called for the withdrawal
of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) from parts of the Gaza Strip and West Bank.
In August 1993, the delegations had reached an agreement, which was signed in secrecy by
Peres while visiting Oslo. In the Letters of Mutual Recognition, the PLO acknowledged the State
of Israel and pledged to reject violence, and Israel recognized the PLO as the representative of
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the Palestinian people and as partner in negotiations. The West Bank was divided into 3 areas
signifying different levels of Palestinian Autonomy. Area A was under civil and military PA rule,
Area B was Israeli Military and PA Civil authority and area C was Israeli Civil and Military rule.
As part of this plan, the Israeli Military withdrew from all Palestinian towns.
Hebron agreement
Protocol Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron, also known as The Hebron Protocol or
Hebron Agreement, began 7 January and was concluded from 15 January to 17 January 1997
between Israel and the PLO. This agreement dealt with the redeployment of Israeli military
forces in Hebron in accordance with the Oslo Accords. This created H1 and H2 in Hebron with
H1 being ruled by the PA and inhabited solely by Palestinians while H2 is under Israeli rule and
has a predominantly Palestinian population with around 600 jewish settlers living in their
midst.

Camp David 2000 Summit
In 2000, US President Bill Clinton convened a peace summit between Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak. Barak reportedly demanded from the
Palestinian President 5-10% of the West Bank if 69 Jewish settlements (which comprise 85% of
the West Bank's Jewish settlers) be ceded to Israel.
President Arafat rejected this offer and did not propose a counter-offer. No tenable solution
was crafted which would satisfy both Israeli and Palestinian demands, even under intense U.S.
pressure.
The "Road Map" for peace
In July 2002, the "quartet" of the United States, the European Union, the United Nations, and
Russia outlined the principles of a "road map" for peace, including an independent Palestinian
state. The road map was released in April 2003 after the appointment of Mahmoud Abbas (AKA
Abu Mazen) as the first-ever Palestinian Authority Prime Minister. Both the US and Israel called
for a new Prime Minister position, as both refused to work with Arafat anymore.
2010 Direct Talks
In September 2010, the Obama administration pushed to revive the stalled peace process by
getting the parties involved to agree to direct talks for the first time in about two years. The
talks aimed to put the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to an official end by forming a two-state
solution for the Jewish and Palestinian peoples, promoting the idea of everlasting peace and
putting an official halt to any further land claims, as well as accepting the rejection of any
forceful retribution if violence should reoccur. In addition, the Israeli government rejected any
possible agreement with Palestine as long as it refuses to recognize Israel as a Jewish state.
Summary
What has become clear from the past 40 years of peace talks is that the terms of a final peace
treaty have essentially been decided. What is lacking is leaders from both sides with the will to
take a peace treaty and bring it back to their constituents knowing that there will be an
inevitable backlash.
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Further Resources
A brilliant interactive timeline depicting the history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
http://www.cfr.org/israel/crisis-guide-israeli-palestinian-conflict/p13850
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Settlements
“Everybody has to move, run and grab as many (Palestinian) hilltops as they can
to enlarge the (Jewish) settlements because everything we take now will stay
ours...Everything we don't grab will go to them." Ariel Sharon
Israeli Settlements (Settlements) are Israeli Civilian communities built upon land captured by
the Israeli army during the 1967 war. In 6 days Israeli forces captured all the land between
West Jerusalem and Jordan River as well as the Gaza Strip, Golan Heights and the Sinai
Peninsula. This victory ushered in a period of stability in the Middle-East but posed an
unexpected conundrum to the Israeli Government. Suddenly the Israeli State had grown by a
factor of 3 including land that had belonged to the ancient Kingdom of Israel. The majority of
settlement building has taken place in the land belonging to the ancient Kingdom of Israel and
is usually referred to by settlers as Judea and Samaria after their biblical names.

Foundations
The settler movement has been formed of 3 waves, each with its own ideological reasons
behind it. The first of these waves began in 1967 with the formation of military outposts in
areas of strategic importance. These outposts where seen as buffers against another Arab
attack on Israel. The Jordan Valley was a key location for this and it is still regarded as a vital
security requirement for Israel. After a time these military outposts with populated with Israeli
civilians and became what we now recognise as settlements such as Kfar Etzion.
The second wave of settlement building took off with the election of the Likud government in
1977. Menachem Begin allowed organisations such as the Jewish Agency and Gush Emunim to
start building settlements throughout the occupied territories. Likud declared that the entire
historic Land of Israel is the inalienable heritage of the Jewish people, and that no part of the
West Bank should be handed over to foreign rule.
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The third wave of settlements population is still taking place and is supported by a mixture of
reasons. There is still the ideological reason that pushes people to move to settlements in order
to populate the ancient Kingdom if Israel, but now days with government subsidies lowering
the cost of living in settlements it is one of the most affordable places to live in Israel.
Types of Settlement
One of the difficulties in discussing settlements and in teaching about them is that there are
several different types of settlement. Different types of settlement harbour different issues.
Urban suburb settlements: These settlements resemble cities or towns. They often resemble
Israeli cities but fall within the West Bank. Examples of such settlements are Gilo and Ariel.
Block settlements: these are types of land distribution which allows Jewish settlers to form
small colonies. These are often set up by small religious groups. An example of this type of
settlement is Gush Etzion.
Frontier villages: these are settlements built near or beyond a border. These exist along the
edge of the Jordan River and in the Golan Heights.
Outposts: this usually refers to an unauthorized or illegal settlement constructed without
required government authorization.
Current
There are around 350,000 settlers living in the West Bank (excluding East Jerusalem) forming
a significant part of its population. The growth of settlements continues threatening the
creation of a viable Palestinian state as they surround Palestinian population areas and prevent
the creation of a continuous Palestinian entity. The growth of settlements is not only due to
their cheap living standards due to government subsidies but also due to the availability of
jobs.
As well as the settlers living in the West bank there are a further 200,000 living in East
Jerusalem over the Green Line.
The Legality of Settlements
The most widely accepted view in the international community is that the existences of Israeli
settlements in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, is a violation of
international law.
This view is mostly based on the Fourth Geneva Convention Article 49. The Convention states
that “the Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into
the territory it occupies”.
Delegitimization
The continued Israeli Government support for settlement building has given ammunition to
the Boycotts Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign. Recently the BDS campaign targeted
SodaStream as it operates a factory within a West Bank settlement. This created a public
debate over the effects of settlements. Although they are built on Palestinian land, they also
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provide employment opportunities for Palestinians. A new EU law mandates that all products
produced in the West Bank are marked as originating in the Israeli Occupied Territories rather
the Israel.
Further Resources
An amazing resource from the Daily Telegraph that explores the history and impact of the
Israeli Settlement movement. One not to be missed.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/meetthesettlers/
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Arab Citizens of Israel
‘the Arab inhabitants of the State if Israel to return to the ways of peace and
play their part in the up building of the State’ Israeli Declaration of
Independence
Background
Israel’s largest non Jewish population is its Israeli Arab population, centred predominantly
within the North of Israel. Currently, 20% of the population is Arab, amounting to nearly 1.7
million of Israel’s citizens. Within this population, 82% are Muslim, 9% Christian and 9% Druze.
Arabs make up the majority of the population of the "heart of the Galilee" and of the areas
along the Green Line including the Wadi Ara region. Bedouin Arabs make up the majority of
the northeastern section of the Negev. Cities including Haifa (North), Umm-al- Fahm (North)
and Rahat (South) have large Arab populations. Arab Citizens of Israel are equal under the law
and have full rights of citizenship (e.g. voting). Three parties (Hadash, Balad & United Arab List)
within the Knesset represent this sector.
The Politics of Identification
The identity of Arab Citizens of Israel is highly controversial. 59.6% identity themselves using
the term ‘Palestinian’, akin to those living within the Palestinian territories. The Israeli
establishment prefers Israeli Arabs or Arabs in Israel. These labels have been criticized for
denying this population a political or national identification, obscuring their Palestinian
identity. However, a significant sector of this population refers to themselves as ‘Israeli Arab’.
Integration into Modern Israeli Society
Arab citizens of Israel are a large
minority group. Enshrined into Israel’s
Declaration of Independence is the
right for ‘the Arab inhabitants of the
State if Israel to return to the ways of
peace and play their part in the up
building of the State, on the basis of full
and equal citizenship and due
representation in all its bodies and
institutions
provisional
or
permanent." Like all minority groups within a nation, the status of Israel’s Arab population has
seen some difficult challenges along the way. Symbols of the state such as the Flag and the
National Anthem (Hatikvah) have been identified by some quarters as not being inclusive to all
citizens of Israel.
Currently, there exists a disparity between the chances and opportunities made available to
Arab citizens of Israel despite its numerical size within the wider population. Today, 50% of
Israeli Arabs live in poverty (compared to 20% of Jewish Israelis) and 6.25% of the annual
budget is received by this sector. There have been calls made within the Arab sector as well
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as mainstream Israeli society to close this gap and ensure the long-term prosperity of this
minority.

Further Resources
Noam have collaborated with the UK Taskforce, a Jewish umbrella organisation that aims to
raise awareness of issues relating to Arab Citizens of Israel to produce an E-Resource. This
resource is a great tool that features text studies, examples of Peulot and key information. A
must for anyone wanting to find out more relating to Arab Citizens of Israel.
The E-Resource can be found here: http://www.uktaskforce.org/e-resources/noam
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Non Orthodox Judaism in Israel
“There is more than one way to express your Jewishness.” Anat Hoffman

Most citizens in the State of Israel are Jewish (80%), and most Israeli Jews practice Judaism in
some form. In the last two centuries the largest Jewish community in the world, in the United
States, has divided into a number of Jewish denominations. The largest and most influential of
these denominations are Orthodox Judaism, Reform Judaism, and Conservative Judaism
(Masorti). All of the above denominations exist, to varying degrees, in the State of Israel.
Nevertheless, Israelis tend to classify Jewish identity in ways that are strikingly different from
American Jewry.
In 2007, a
poll by the
Israeli
Democracy
Institute
found that
27% of Israeli
Jews say that
they
keep
Shabbat,
while
53%
said they do
not keep it at
all. The poll
also
found
that 50% of the respondents would give up shopping on Shabbat as long as public
transportation were kept running and leisure activities continued to be permitted; however
only 38% believed that such a compromise would reduce the tensions between the secular
and religious communities.
Shomer Masoret (Hebrew: מסורת שומר, lit. "Tradition Keeper") or, also commonly referred as:
Masorati (Hebrew: מסורתי, lit. "Traditionalist) is an Israeli term of self-definition, describing
one who perceives and describes himself as neither religious (Dati) nor secular (Hiloni). Usually,
the Shomrei Masoret observe a number of minhagim (customs or traditions) and several basic
Religious commandments (out of 613 Mitzvot), that are accounted as the several most
recognizable symbols of the Jewish Tradition.
Progressive Judaism in Israel
Both the Reform and Masorti movements are growing in Israel with strong support from
people who have recently made Aliyah from the USA. Although they have received some levels
of recognition from the State there is still an institutional conflict between strands of
progressive Judaism and the State. When the State was created David Ben-Gurion reached an
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agreement with the small Orthodox community in Israel guaranteeing them the rights to study
Torah giving them an exemption from any form of Civil Service recognising that a Jewish State
had to have a foundation in Torah. However part of this deal gave the Orthodox community a
monopoly on government sanctioned religious institutions. As the Orthodox community grew
tensions increased between it and the more secular communities.
A major rallying point for the progressive communities has been the fight by Women of the
Wall to achieve an egalitarian praying space at the Kotel. They defied the religious authorities
by reading from the Torah and wearing Teffilin and Tallitot at the Kotel. They became the focus
of worldwide progressive Jewry and eventually won concessions from the government creating
a new egalitarian praying space at the Kotel.
Increasingly the government has opened up opportunities for the Non-Orthodox world such
as Women of the Wall but also the secular Yeshiva based in Tel-Aviv called Ha Bima.
It will be interesting to see how the continuing growth of the Orthodox communities combines
with the Secular bubble of Tel-Aviv combine to form a consistent government policy towards
Judaism.
Further Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iViCahvAEww A debate featuring Masorti Rabbi Jeremy
Gordon on the BBC debating Women of the Wall.
http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-1.559205 An article from Haaretz outlining the
challenges of being a progressive Jew in Israel.
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Refugees in Israel
"Please let a little water be brought and wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree; and I will bring a piece of bread, that you may refresh
yourselves” Genesis 18:4
The Jewish people have been refugees for the past 2000 years being exiled from each place
they called home. The establishment of the State of Israel finally gave them a place to settle
and make their own home. However Israel has attracted rising numbers of refugees
predominantly from Africa as they seek the only safe country in an area of turbulence.
The majority of the estimated 55,000 asylum seekers in Israel are from Eritrea and Sudan, while
other communities come from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia and the Ivory Coast.
More than 90 percent of this population have arrived since 2007. Fifteen percent are women.
Though signatory to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, the key
international agreement that defines refugee rights and countries’ legal obligations, the Israeli
government has not yet adopted asylum legislation, and the asylum process in Israel is marked
by a lack of clarity in policy and procedure. Israel has one of the lowest refugee recognition
rates in the world.
Detention
Most refugees cross the
border on foot from Egypt.
From the moment that they
enter into Israel, they are
detained for an indefinite
period of time in overcrowded
conditions.
Automatic
detention of arriving asylum
seekers has become the
default course of action in
Israel since 2007. At the
beginning of 2012, the
government
signed
an
amendment to the Prevention of Infiltration Law, which would detain asylum seekers for three
years without trial, or indefinitely if they came from “enemy” countries like Sudan.
The government has also built mass detention centers such as Saharonim in the Negev desert.
Thousands of refugees remain imprisoned in places like this until their status is determined.
Lack of rights
Once prisons like Saharonim are filled to capacity, asylum seekers are released into Israeli city
centers without any further assistance. Asylum seekers' access to basic services, such as health
care, housing, education, vocational training and employment ranges from very limited to none
at all. Hundreds of new arrivals, including pregnant women, children and unaccompanied
minors have remained homeless. A significant majority of the asylum seekers in Israel today
hold a “conditional release”, or S2A5: a temporary visa that since November 2010 does not
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grant the bearer permission to work. As the visa neither explicitly denies nor permits asylum
seekers to work, however, confusion prevails among refugees and employers alike.
As a result, asylum seekers not only find it hard to secure work; they are also especially
vulnerable to the exploitation and dangerous working conditions involved in informal and
unregulated employment. In addition, employers are less likely to respect legal obligations
regarding medical and national insurance for these workers.

Refugees and Israeli society
The asylum seekers have barely integrated into Israeli society; this is due to the social stigma
attached to them by the government branding them as 'infiltrators'; the socially conservative
neighborhoods they find themselves living in (mostly within cheap neighborhoods); and the
language barrier. Children of asylum seekers have an easier time due to the speed with which
they learn the language and the school system which places them in classrooms with a cross
section of Israeli society. The NGOs working on refugee rights and the workplace rights are
places where friendships between asylum seekers and Israelis are made, although the
overwhelming sentiment in Israeli society is that they remain firmly on the periphery of Israeli
society.
Children of asylum seekers
Tel Aviv has taken the responsibility of ensuring the rights of children, including finding places
for all children in schools and helping set up Mesila to oversee the legal rights of asylum seeker
and migrant worker children in the city. Many of the children attend Bialik Rogozin School in
South Tel Aviv, which was the subject of an Oscar winning documentary in 2011.
The issue of refugees has become a major divisive point within Israeli society around which
both the left and the right rally around. To some extent it is a badge of achievement that
refugees are choosing Israel as the country to seek refuge, a country built on a history of exile.
Critics of Israel’s Policy towards refugees have argued that not enough is being done in order
to protect and preserve the rights of Societies most vulnerable.
Further Resources
http://vimeo.com/5323598 Where is my Solomon, a film made by ex-Noamnik Nat Kochan on
Drachim 2008-9 depicting the life of African refugees in Israel.
http://assaf.org.il/en/ A great website filled with resources from the Aid Organization for
Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Israel
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2011 Israeli Social Protests- Israel’s summer of discontent
In July 2011, Millions of Israeli’s took the streets to campaign against the rising
costs of living in modern day Israel. Campaigning under a wide array of ‘Social
Justice’ demands, J14 was a landmark event in Israeli social history.
♫♫ ‘Ha-am Doresh Tzedek Hevrati’ –The People Demand Social Justice ♫♫
When: Starting July 14th 2011. No end date, ongoing!
Why? Numerous factors led to the protests, in particular rising cost of housing, higher taxes
and living expenses in Israel, but also various ongoing issues such as government corruption,
rising poverty rates and a widening gap between rich and poor.
A major catalyst for public anger has been the significant rise in the cost of living, particularly
for the lower and middle class.
During June 2011, a month before the housing protest began, another significant large scale
demonstration took place in Israel. Commonly referred to by the media as the cottage cheese
boycott, this event saw the Israeli public protest against the high cost of many products in Israel
and specifically in this case, the high price of cottage cheese. This was the first time in Israel
that a public protest organized by means of social networking had such a wide public effect in
Israel.
Where? The liberal city of Tel Aviv was the epicentre of the protests. Some of the largest
protests were held in this city with nearly 500,000 Israelis rallying to demand social justice. A
tent city was erected on Rothschild’s Boulevard, the most expensive road in central Tel Aviv.
Mini tent cities replicating that in Tel Aviv sprung up around Israel. Furthermore, protests
attracting 20,000+ people were held in Ber Sheva and Haifa.
Who? The protest movement had no formal leadership. This was cited as a factor that caused
the mass appeal of the movement. Organisation was prominent over social networks and
therefore attracted a wide array of protesters from various social/political groupings.
The social protests of July 2011 were unique as they united a fragmented Israel and bought
together the multiple sectors of Israeli society. Interestingly, the complex and complicated
conflict with the Palestinians was not mentioned at the national protests in order to maintain
harmony and unity. Splinter groups argued that one cannot participate in a social justice
campaign without mentioning the conflict and the disproportionate amount of funds gathered
to fund the military.
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Demands: As a result of the
diverse nature of the protests,
the Social Justice protests did
not have a single aim. Some
groupings
called
for
revolutionary
action
to
overthrow the government
whilst others called for dialogue
with the ruling officials of the
Knesset to introduce reform.
Outcomes: The social protests of
2011 led to the re-emergence of
Social Issues as a major factor in
Israeli Politics. Parties like Labour that had traditionally campaigned around the IsraeliPalestinian conflict changed their manifesto to concentrate on domestic issues such as social
policy. Furthermore a new party called Yesh Atid (There is a Future) campaigned solely with
this issue in mind and won great support amongst Israel’s squeezed middle classes.
Further Information:
(1) http://awakeningisrael.org/ A great resource that uses video interviews to chart the Social
Protest movement. It raises important questions exploring the role social equality and justice
plays in modern Israeli society.
(2) What Happened to Us? A brilliant report for The Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI)
demonstrating the need for further social change. http://www.acri.org.il/en/wpcontent/uploads/2011/08/ACRI-what-happened-ENG-web.pdf
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Israeli Art
"Ah, music! A magic beyond all we do here!" Albus Dumbledore

‘Melting Pot Approach’
With the waves of Aliyah in the 19th & 20th Century, the existing culture was supplemented by
the culture and traditions of the immigrant population. David Ben Gurion led a trend to blend
the many immigrants who, in the first years of the state, had arrived from Europe, North Africa,
and Asia, into one 'melting pot'. The original purpose was to unify the newer immigrants with
the veteran Israelis for the creation of a common Hebrew culture, and to build a new nation in
the country.
Examples of Israeli Art
Literature: The first works of Hebrew literature in Israel were written by immigrant authors
rooted in the world and traditions of European Jewry. Yosef Haim Brenner (1881–1921) and
Shmuel Yosef Agnon (1888–1970), are considered by many to be the fathers of modern
Hebrew literature. Brenner, torn between hope and despair, struggled with the reality of the
Zionist enterprise in the Land of Israel. Agnon, Brenner's contemporary, fused his knowledge
of Jewish heritage with the influence of 19th and early 20th century European literature. In the
early 1960s, A.B. Yehoshua, Amos Oz, and Yaakov Shabtai broke away from ideologies to focus
on the world of the individual. In recent years, short stories author Etgar Karet has shot to
international prominence with his weird and wonderful tales of life in the modern state
Music: Classical music in Israel has been vibrant since the 1930s, when hundreds of music
teachers and students, as well as thousands of music lovers, streamed into the country, driven
by the threat of Nazism in Europe. Israel is also home to several world-class classical music
ensembles. The Argentinean/Israeli classical conductor Daniel Barenboim set up the ‘West24

Eastern Divan’, an initiative to bring together young musicians from Israel, the Palestinian
Territories and other Arab nations.
The contemporary music scene in Israel is hugely varied, dynamic and eclectic. It spans the
spectrum of musical genres, and often fuses many musical influences. Ranging from acclaimed
hip hop artists Hadag Nachash and Subliminal commentating on contemporary Israeli politics
to Mosh Ben Ari and his blend of rock, soul and reggae, Israeli music casts a unique light onto
Israeli society.
Film: Filmmaking in Israel has undergone major developments since its inception in the 1950s.
The first features produced and directed by Israelis, such as "Hill 24 Doesn't Answer" and "They
Were Ten", tended, like Israeli literature of the period, to be cast in the heroic mold.
Others deal with issues of modern day Israeli life, such as the Israeli-Arab conflict (Eran Riklis's
"The Lemon Tree", Scandar Copti and Yaron Shani's "Ajami") and Military service (Joseph
Cedar's "Beaufort", Samuel Maoz's "Lebanon", Eytan Fox's "Yossi and Jagger"). Some are set in
the context of a hedonistic society centred in Tel Aviv (Eytan Fox's "A Siren's Song" and "The
Bubble")
The Israeli film industry continues to gain worldwide recognition through International awards
nominations. For three years consecutively, Israeli films "Beaufort" (2008), "Waltz with Bashir"
(2009) and "Ajami" (2010) were nominated for Academy Awards.
Dance: Traditional folk dances of Israel include the Hora and dances incorporating Yemenite
influences. Israeli folk dancing today is choreographed for recreational and performance dance
groups.
Modern dance in Israel has won international acclaim. Israeli choreographers, among them
Ohad Naharin and Barak Marshall, are considered among the most versatile and original
international creators working today. Notable Israeli dance companies include the Batsheva
Dance Company and the Kibbutz Contemporary Dance Company.
Further Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH-GepDymiA A famous music video and song by Hadag
Nachash called ‘The Sticker Song’, composed using the messages found on Israeli bumper
stickers.
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/16/arts/music/16bump.html?ex=1250395200&en=85db8
c08a1790933&ei=5090&partner=rssuserland An article explaining the history and rationale
behind Hadag Nachash’s hit The Sticker Song
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Hi Tech Israel
"The secret sauce of Israel's success is the Jewish mother."
Israel is currently the fastest growing economy in the Organisation of Economically Developed
Countries (OECD). This amazing economic success is predominantly due to the incredible
success of Israeli Hi-Tech firms. Israel has more firms listed on the NASDAQ (American
technology focused stock exchange) then any other country bar the US. This achievement is
due to a number of factors.

1.

Israel is situated in an area where all surrounding countries are awash with natural resources
predominantly oil. However to Israel’s misfortunate or perhaps luck it has none (though it
has now found enormous gas reserves). Since Israel had no natural resources to speak off it
had to invest in its greatest asset, its people. Israeli universities are ranked among the top 50
academic institutions in the world in the following scientific disciplines: in chemistry
(Technion), in computer science (Weizmann Institute of Science, Technion, Hebrew
University, Tel Aviv University), in mathematics and natural sciences (Hebrew University,
Technion) and in engineering (Technion). The success of this approach is unquestioned as
Israel has more books published or patents registered per capita than any other country.

2.

The second reason why Israel has become known as the Start Up nation is due to immigration.
Israel was originally founded by the farmers who built the kibbuz movement. However these
people possessed little if no technical ability. Israel however has always maintained the
fundamental principle of the right of return, permitting Jews from around the world to make
aliyah and establish their home in Israel. In the 80s and 90s this led to 1 million Jews from
the ex Soviet Union moving to Israel, most of whom were engineers. These engineers have
become the leaders of the technical revolution using their knowledge and experience and
applying it to a free market creating innovative companies that have transformed their
respective fields.

3.

The third factor in Israel’s Hi-Tech Success story has been the army. Although the army is
always associated with the negative impacts of Israeli militarism and the conflict, it has in fact
been the breeding ground for many of Israel’s Hi-Tech Companies. The army has been an
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equaliser for Israeli society allowing people from all walks of life to take advantage of the
training the army provides, forming units with close bonds which are often later transferred
to the corporate world. In addition Israel has existed in a state where it is dependent on
domestic production of weapons. This has led to advanced industries being set up to meet
military demands and to create one of the most advanced militaries in the world. A lot of the
technology developed for military use is later transferred for civilian use, establishing Hi-Tech
Companies.
These three factors have combined to make Israel the Start-Up Nation with many of these firms
being bought out by global giants such as google. Waze, a navigation app was bought by Google
for $1 Billion while several other firms are in the process of being taken over. The pill camera
which has become a pillar of modern diagnostic medicine was developed from missile guiding
systems from the air force. Israel is now one of few countries with the capability to launch it’s
own satellites and these amazing advances are not only limited to glamorous industries. Israel
produces more litres of milk per cow than any other country due to advances in animal welfare
as well as milking.
It is amazing that what could have been 3 massive disadvantages have enabled Israel to
become one of the leading countries in technology heavy industries.

Further Resources
Start Up Nation: The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle By Dan Senor and Saul Singer is a must
read for those interested in Israeli Start Ups.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-15797257 A BBC article outlining the reasons why Israel
has become a Hi-tech hub.
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